Gary R’s Corvette Story

I always had an interest in fast cars. As a kid I built my share of models. At 15 I began to work on a stock car owned by my cousins uncle. At 16 I went to work at a local garage, pumping gas and turning wrenches. It was at this time that I built my first car, a 1956 (2 door chevy). It was really just a body and frame when I bought it, there was no engine or transmission. It also needed to have all the body and paint work completed. While I was in the process of building this car from the ground up I met and became friendly with a guy that actually ran an electronics company and worked at the garage some evenings and on Saturdays. He had a showroom condition 1965 coupe. The first time I had a ride in it I guess I was hooked, it was nothing like I had ever been in before. 

I did shake him up a little bit though. One night after finishing my 56 with it's high performance small block we lined up on the straights and I had him neck and neck till we hit 3rd gear, then guess what, he was gone and I just got to see his tail lights. So that was it I needed to get a corvette of my own. 

I was in my first year of college, my 56 chevy got broken into on in the dorm parking lot. Of course back then it was cool, gauges under the dash and a Stewart Warner tach on top of the dash. They messed it up pretty good. I brought it home fixed it and sold it. I had my fist corvette shortly there after. 

It is the 1963 stingray roadster I still have today. I drove it most of the time except to school and not in the winter. I bought an old VW to pound on and get me around. 

There were many times when raising my family I almost sold the 63, I didn't have time to use it. I guess I just could not part with it.

About 10 years ago I completely tore it down so that all that was left was the body and the frame. It was not a matching numbers car so I did what I always do with things I have and personalized it to what I wanted. I won,t bore you with the particulars most all of you have seen it.

It was not long after I rebuilt the 63 that I joined FCO. I soon realized that if I was to go on some of our longer excursions the 63 would not cut it. I started looking at used C-5's and could not find what I wanted. I then saw an ad for a new 2004 yellow Z06 at Jackson Chevrolet in Middletown so I went there to check it out. I walked into the show room and there was the yellow one on the left side. I then looked to my right and saw this blue Z06 with massive stripes over the top from stem to stern. I asked the salesman, what is this all about? He explained to me that it was a 1 per dealer Commemorative Addition done up for the 2003 Le Mans win. Once I saw this car I never paid a whole lot of attention to the yellow one. This blue one was just cool. As I stood on one side there was guy from New York on the other side speaking with another salesman. I heard this fellow saying that he had chased from one dealer to another trying to find one of these cars. He then left to try and get a deposit. I asked the salesman if that fellow had put money down to tie it up, he said no but it won't last long. With that I made an unusually quick decision and put $500.00 down and the next day finalized the deal.

I enjoy both my corvettes for different reasons. I also love the fact that they have continued to get better all the time, given super car status on a regular basis. Pretty cool for a Chevrolet.
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